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My Bailiwick…

The weather changes that signal the end of summer are subtle.  The nights are cooler.  A
few leaves are falling.  The gardens look as if they stayed too long at the party.  Some of
us greet these seasonal changes with melancholy - others with increased energy.
September brings change and while that change can be exciting and fun with the start of
another program year, it also means some things are ending.

By now, our members have received the news that Donna Cavedon, our associate pastor
for the past seven years, will be leaving her position.  Her decision to move to Arizona is a
wonderful one for her but it leaves our church in a state of transition.  This fall, the signs
of things ending and beginning all at once, are especially poignant.  We will be engaging
in our congregation-wide book study of Marcus BorgÕs The Heart of Christianity.  And
there are some excellent adult education forums planned.  At the same time, weÕll need to
be looking inward more than I hoped we would have to be doing now, thinking about our
staffing needs both short-term and long.

I had hoped we could have a ÒnormalÓ year Ð uncomplicated by construction and more
attentive to the needs of our aching world.  But isnÕt it true that life just presents things to
us Ð opportunities, challenges, moments of grace, times of goodbye.  And those moments
are also responses to our aching world.

“I will tell you something.  The days of my life which I treasure most are not those you
might expect, not the delicate green of new life in spring, nor the lush profligate days of
June and July.  Rather do I cherish, with a measure of anguish and melancholy, the days
of the purple aster, goldenrod, Indian paintbrush, the crisp, brilliant days and cool
evenings, the falling leaves of September that remind me I cannot hold dearly enough
what is here at hand – this moment, these friends, this hour.”   These are some of my
favorite words, written by Unitarian Universalist minister John Cummins, a man
acquainted with endings and beginnings.

We cannot hold each other dearly enough, but letÕs try, this fall.
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Worship Schedule for September
Unless otherwise noted, Sunday worship begins in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM

September 4 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion
Donna Cavedon, preaching
Exodus 12:1-14; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

September 11 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Recovenanting Sunday
Carla Bailey, preaching
Exodus 14:19-31; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-25

September 18 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Carla Bailey, preaching
Exodus 16:2-15; Philippians 14:1-12; Matthew 20:1-16

September 25 Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Donna Cavedon, preaching
Exodus 17:1-7; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

Project Preservation Forum on Sunday, September 18
During her sabbatical, Carla Bailey traveled to Poland and Belarus with Rabbi Ed Boraz
and twenty Dartmouth students to restore Jewish cemeteries in Lunna, Belarus.  The group
began its trip by visiting Auschwitz, then communities whose Jewish populations were all
taken during the Holocaust.  In Lunna, the group cleaned, restored and recorded the graves
in the Jewish cemetery that had been ransacked by the Nazis and left unattended for the
past 65 years.

On Sunday, September 18, following worship, Carla will speak about the trip and show
slides.  In October, we will have an opportunity to view the documentary that has been
made of the trip but this will be a chance for Carla to share her impressions, pictures, and
insights of this incredible historical project.   Join us!
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Let us Recovenant with one another and with God!

Almighty God, you call us and we do covenant with you and with one another:
to walk together in all your ways as you reveal yourself to us;

to give ourselves freely and without reserve to the ministry of this church;
to celebrate through worship the gifts of unity and diversity;

to take up your mission around the world, striving for justice and peace;
to care for all people, reconciling ourselves to them in love;

God gives grace into every human life.

Recovenanting Sunday
September 11

The covenant of our church is a strong statement about our
life with one another and with God.  It reminds us of our
commitments and it guides our mission.  Each year in
September, as we begin our program activities, we
celebrate our covenant, dedicate the coming yearÕs
activities to God, and renew our commitment to live
according to the covenantÕs hopes.  September 11 is the
day!  Church school will be recognized, the choir is back to
lead worship, and our common life and work is dedicated.

Please join us!
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AP News…from Donna Cavedon
The new program year will soon be underway and is shaping up nicely.  The Adult
Education arm of the Nurture Board has been busy most of the spring and summer
developing our year-long program with a theme focused on poverty.   The topics are
varied and touch upon economics, politics, religion, medicine, educational issues, mission
concerns and so on.  More detailed information will be coming your way soon with the
mailing of this yearÕs brochure of church activities.

An internet search focusing on the word ÒpovertyÓ brings up 43,700,000 hits.  The topic of
poverty is so significant and the work to help eliminate poverty can feel overwhelming.
Our purposes for focusing on poverty are two-fold.  First, to continue to educate ourselves
to these issues and, second, to continue to find ways to ensure this topic does not take a
backseat in our world.  From U2Õs Bono, to Willie Nelson, to Nelson Mandela, to you and
me - we must all work together to help alleviate the suffering poverty brings into peoplesÕ
lives and continue to keep this issue of justice before us.

I invite you to go to the following website,
http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?s=poverty&gwp=8&r=67&print=true
that has a good working definition of poverty and as you scroll down the page there are
insightful articles about many aspects of poverty that may be helpful pieces of information
for our conversation.

The after church forums and topics are listed below:
October 23 Andy Bernard International Economics and Justice
November 6 Nancy Marion International Economics and Poverty
November 13  Roger Arend Outreach Board Ð Wal-Mart Film
November 20Dick Winters Charitability:  Public and Private, Sacred and Secular
December 4 Merilynn Bourne Executive Director Ð LISTEN
December 18   Dick Winters The Politics of Poverty
January 15 Paul Manganiello Medicine and Poverty
January 22 Rob Nordgren Executive Director Child Health Services,

Manchester, NH Children and Health Issues
February 5 Carol Prichard Education and Poverty
March 12 Carla Bailey A Religious Obligation for the Poor

On a personal note - By now you have received information of my resignation as your
Associate Pastor.  Please know that my time here over the past seven years has been
rewarding as well as challenging.  As I begin the process of leaving I ask for your
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prayers and support, and I will fondly hold you in my prayers as you begin this time of
transition.

Notes from Ernie
Choir rehearsals begin!  First rehearsals for Kids' Choir, Handbells and the Adult Choir
begin on Tuesday, September 6.   It's a good time to get involved. A few more kids, who
are old enough to read would be especially welcome in that choir. No experience is
needed!  The kids sing in church about once a month, and prepare the yearly Christmas
play, and another one in the spring.  They have lots of fun doing this--it's a nice
opportunity to get your children more involved in the church's life.  Adult singers and
anyone interested in ringing handbells are also welcome.  Please feel free to speak to me at
coffee hour if you want more information!

Fourth Grade Students to Receive Bibles
All fourth grade students will be receiving their very own Bibles
on Sunday, September 25.  We ask all fourth grade students to
make every effort to be present to receive this gift personally.  If
you have an older child who has not received a Bible from us,
please let us know and your child will also receive a Bible that
day.

CHURCH SCHOOL CHURCH SCHOOL CHURCH SCHOOL CHURCH

CHURCH SCHOOL STARTS
SEPTEMBER 11, 2005

LOOK FOR REGISTRATION FORMS IN YOUR MAIL SOON
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From the Board of Deacons for Stewardship
The Board of Deacons for Stewardship is establishing a Landscape and Gardens
Committee to assist the dedicated volunteers who have been taking care of the landscape
and gardens surrounding our building.  The committee will be responsible for ensuring
that our grounds are attractive and well cared for on a continuing basis.  To get the
committee going we a few volunteers who can lay plans to coordinate work to be done
and do various gardening and landscaping tasks.  Please contact Ray Sears (603-863-2832,
rsears@valley.net, or leave a note in the Stewardship mailbox in the church office) if you
are willing to give some of your time to this important effort.

Thanks.

Ray Sears

Building Updates!
The storm of the century that hit Hanover this past June, caused many problems at the
church.  The basement nursery rooms were flooded and a close lightning strike ÒfriedÓ one
of the new cameras and the plasma screen in the balcony of the sanctuary, as well as a
number of outlets in the church, our fire alarm connection to the Hanover Fire Department
and DonnaÕs computer.  Our property and liability insurance through the United Church of
Christ has been very helpful and because all the damage was caused by one ÒeventÓ,
weÕve only had to pay one deductible.  Servepro cleaned up the basement, Trumbull-
Nelson repaired the damage and replaced drywall, Geer Sound replaced the camera and
the plasma screen, Upper Valley Carpet replaced the carpet in the nursery and Richards
Electric repaired all the electrical damage.  There is more preventive work to be done and
the Board of Deacons for Stewardship is collecting information to make a long-term water
damage prevention plan!

The back stairs (west entrance) into the building is being refurbished.  The old wood
flooring has been removed and a new, durable, water resistant floor will be installed soon.

The downstairs yellow door room is being subdivided to create a new nursery area for our
church use.  Domusbuilt is doing this work for us Ð we hope to have it ready for our
Sunday morning use early in September!  Because it will be an area for infants and very
young children, we want to be sure all code requirements are being met.  That caution will
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slow the construction down a bit but the result will be a safe, bright space for our nursery
program.  Watch for further news!

CROPWALK – Sunday, October 2
CROP WALK is the name for the community, interfaith hunger-education and fundraising
event sponsored by Church World Service.  CROP WALK began in October, 1969 in
Bismark, North Dakota when 1,000 people walked and raised $25,000 to help stop hunger.
Today, over 2,100 communities across the United States sponsor CROP WALKs.

The CROP WALK in our community will take place on Sunday, October 2 at 12:30 p.m.
starting at the Lebanon Congregational Church on the Green.  There will be several
checkpoints to provide water, apples and other necessities.  Volunteers will tour the route
to pick up stragglers.  Those who make the round trip will have a light meal at the
Lebanon Church following the Walk.

CROP WALKs raise funds to fight hunger both around the corner and around the globe!
More than $4 million annually support local hunger-fighting efforts across the United
States.  Twenty-five percent of the funds raised from our Walk go to LISTEN, where local
food needs increase every year.  These funds support the LISTEN Community Dinners in
Lebanon, Enfield and White River Junction.  Church World Service uses the remaining
funds in over 80 countries around the world to support grassroots, long-term development
efforts, help meet the needs of refugees and provide assistance following disasters of all
kinds.

EVERYBODY can participate in a CROP WALK, and the Outreach Board invites you to
share in at least one of the following ways:

1) By WALKING and collecting pledges.  Contact Emily Dentzer (795-2823   or
emilyscott@valley.net) to get a CROPWALKER Envelope.

2) By SPONSORING a WALKER - pledging money (People seeking financial
pledges will be at Sunday morning coffee hours in mid and late September.)

3) By WRITING A CHECK  to Church World Service/CROP WALK and sending it
to the church.

THANK YOU!
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Christmas Market with a Difference is coming!
Please mark your calendars for November 3, 4, and 5.  If you would like more information
about this event, please contact Nancy Emslie at 643-8471.

Volunteer sign up will start at the end of September.  There are jobs for everyone from
unpacking boxes, helping with set-up, greeting our patrons, assisting on the sales floor,
cashiering and bagging, cleaning up and completing reinventory.  Look for the bright red
volunteer form.  With your help this will be our most successful market ever!

Notecards Needed
The New Hampshire state women's prison in Goffstown has a population of 100 women.
Most of these women have children and all of the women are in touch with family
members and friends outside the prison.  Maintaining family relationships is one of the
most difficult challenges for inmates while they are incarcerated.   One very small but
significant way to help the women is by providing notecards for them to use to write
letters.  If you have pretty notecards lying around that you are willing to donate, please
bring them to the church.  Carla Bailey is making weekly visits to the Goffstown prison
and she will deliver these notecards for the women to use.  Thank you!
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Directory Updates
If you have an address, phone or email change, please let the church office know.

Mailing Address &/or Phone:
Hilary Alvarez:  425 7th St NW, Rochester MN 55901
Roland & Miriam Carreker:  83 Laurel Ln., White River Jct VT 05001
Helene Chase:  80 Lyme Rd, Apt. 532, Hanover NH 03755, 653-8649
Bill Crooker:  643-2383
Em & Gerry Day:  18 West Road, Orleans MA 02653
Sylvia Field:  (replaces Hanover address) 266 Poverty Ln, Lebanon NH
03766, 448-2196
Bro & Dee Park:  3 Doral Court, Pinehurst NC 28374, 910-255-6091
Caroline Shearman:  moved to room 6, phone 442-4373
Laura St John:  (PO Box same), 44 Fairway Dr, Grantham NH 03753
Kay Wolfson:  411 Hanover Center Rd, Etna NH 03750

Remove from Directory:
James & Joan Campbell (membership transferred)

Email Address:
Karen Williamson:  karenw@valley.net

The Church Internet Address:  ccdc-ucc.org
Want to read or download the latest sermon? Need to see this month's News and Views?
Interested in photos and stories about Church events? Would you like to link to national
and international peace and justice sites? The CCDC Web site is active and up-to-date.
Please visit and see what is available.  Originally designed and put up by Pat Marion,
these attractive and navigable pages are now maintained by Warren Turner, but your help
is needed. If you have information or events you would like to see posted, all suggestions
and contributions are welcome!  Please send to wturner@valley.net or contact the Church
Office for further info.
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In Memoriam
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Betty Brown on June 19.  Memorial Services
were held in our sanctuary on July 8.  Herb Mattlage also passed away recently.
Condolences may be sent to Ginny Mattlage, HerbÕs wife, at Granite Ledges, Box 310,
151 Langley Parkway, Concord NH 03301.

Welcome to the World!
Thomas John Wolfe was born August 19 at 11:05 AM at Dartmouth Hitchcock Memorial
Hospital.  He weighed in at 9lbs. 12oz. and is 20.75" long.  Congratulations to big sister,
Madeline, and parents, John and Elizabeth.

Are you an EMT?  Do you have information about medical safety
procedures that will make our church events safer?  Please contact Ray Sears or Chris
Nice with ideas or suggestions.

TALK RADIO!
On Wednesday, September 21, from 6-7pm, Senior Pastor Carla Bailey will be
interviewed by Roger Allen about our church, ministry and wherever the conversation
leads!  Mr. Allen broadcasts on WNTK (99.7 FM) and WUVR (1490 AM).   Tune in for
this live broadcast!
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From the President of the Board of Elders
Reading: The A, B, CCDCÕs

In 1998 a woman named Nancy Pearl, who was coordinator of the Washington Center for
the Book at the Seattle Public Library, had an audacious idea. WouldnÕt it broaden and
deepen public interest and appreciation of literature, if the entire city were reading and
discussing the same book? The program evolved through several names, but is now
known as ÒSeattle Reads.Ó The idea was both preposterous and stunningly successful. No
one associated with the program seriously believed that they could convince everyone in a
diverse and populous city to read a single book. But they were themselves astonished at
the numbers of people who were persuaded to participate. It took considerable financing
just to advertise the program, and they got a grant. They recruited public radio and public
television into the effort. They persuaded the author to come and talk about the book.
They organized public discussions and book clubs both at the metropolitan and the
neighborhood levels. It has now become an eagerly anticipated annual affair.

It has also spread like wildfire across the United States and around the world. The Center
for the Book of the Library of Congress has instituted a project modeled on the Seattle
effort called ÒOne Book.Ó Every state in the United States including ours is doing
something like it.

ThatÕs what inspired the Board of Elders to try something similar. What if our entire
congregation were reading and discussing a single book? WouldnÕt it bring us closer
together? Might there not even emerge a greater clarity and vision of what we want to be
as a church? Perhaps it could help point the way to better minister to others.

The book that they selected was The Heart of Christianity by Marcus J. Borg, an
internationally known Jesus scholar and author of the best-selling Meeting Jesus Again for
the First Time. Copies are available in the church office for $12. As I read it, I too, think
that it is an excellent choice. It is very clearly written; it tends to be inclusive rather than
exclusive; and, it addresses questions about contemporary Christianity that I have asked
myself for years, and IÕm sure have occurred also to many of you. Our program will be on
a much more modest scale than ÒSeattle ReadsÓ or ÒOne BookÓ but in the same vein.
More details on how the program is to be organized will be coming at a later date. In the
meantime give serious thought to joining with us on this new adventure. If you do not
want to purchase your own copy, the church will loan you one. But if you donÕt read at
least some of it, you may not know what we are talking about over the next several
months.
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